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Sample Activities from
Voter Education, Registration 

and Action (VERA) Campaign Programs
www.nelrc.org/VERA
STUDY THE ISSUES

“We used the editorial page of the Boston Globe to read other people's opinions on issues around the election. Students had to respond to the letters in three ways: First they underlined a statement from the letter that they agreed with. Then they circled a statement from the letter that they disagreed with. Finally, they chose one of the letters to respond to in writing.” 

~ Harborside Community Center, Boston, MA

· Watch a video about an issue that is important to students and discuss it, and which level of government has primary responsibility for it.

· Have students or the class write letters to candidates about three issues that are important to them and describe what they’d like to see happen.

· Have students watch the presidential debates as homework and discuss them in class.

· Study political cartoons in class. 
· Create a bulletin board with newspaper clippings and comments about election issues.

LEARN ABOUT THE VOTING PROCESS

Our program director made up voter reminder slips for every student that included a space for time, the location and where the student plans to vote.  She also served as voter mentor to students who told their teachers they wouldn't vote. She engaged those folks one-on-one, got them to talk about issues they cared about, and got them to read the candidates' views on their issues.

~ Exeter Adult Education, Exeter, NH

· Arrange a trip to the Board of Elections/ Town Clerk to view voting machines and try them out.

· Hold a mock election (try to get real ballots from your local election committee).
· Invite writing and open discussion about students’ reluctance to vote, alienation, and sense of powerlessness.

LEARN ABOUT U.S. POLITICS

“We conducted class discussions about people's families' voting histories and about prisoners' voting rights; wrote expository essays about community problems and proposed solutions; conducted a voting treasure hunt to gather information from peers about voting knowledge and experience.” ~ Hampshire Sheriff's Office Adult Learning Center, Northampton, MA

· Discuss different political parties in the U.S. and review their official Web sites.

· Invite different speakers to class from groups like the League of Women Voters, The Secretary of State, the Elections Commission. If you invite different political parties or candidates be sure to invite all who are running. Non-profit organizations can jeopardize their tax-exempt status by appearing to favor a particular political candidate. They can, however, take positions on policies, referenda questions and issues.

· Collect and analyze literature and ads from different political campaigns.

· Compare the U.S. political system to those of other countries. Start with your students’ home countries.

· Make graphs of past voter turnout in your state, region or local area. See the web site of the Federal Election Commission http://www.fec.gov.

REGISTER VOTERS 
A class made a wall of voter information from the Internet, candidate flyers/posters, current publications, voter registration and location information.  This wall became a resource for all adult education students to find out candidates' opinions on specific issues. We also held a candidates’ forum with local state candidates that students prepared questions for. Social studies classes connected voting to lessons about branches of government and the Constitution. In English classes students wrote essays on who you'd vote for and why.  

~ Exeter Adult Education, Exeter, NH

· Organize a program-wide Voter Awareness Night. Include information about how to register to vote in your state, give out registration forms and provide assistance in filling them out. Set up an election booth so people can practice voting, invite guest speakers, and provide information on all the candidates and questions to ask in choosing one.

· Encourage students to register themselves and others from their families and communities.

· Hold a workshop for teachers and volunteers on how to register to vote.

· Attend a local voter registration drive.

HELP PROMOTE VERA/PARTICIPATION IN ELECTIONS
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We assigned the learners to watch the debates as they were discussed in small groups.  We also did an electoral vote watch and count during election night and post- election mapping.

 ~ Read/Write/Now, Springfield, MA

· Join VERA at www.nelrc.org/VERA

· Recruit other programs to participate in the VERA campaign. 
· Have your class present information on voting and elections to other classes.

· Encourage your students to get to the polls on Election Day. Consider offering your Election Day class time as a time when your students can go out and vote.

TALK ABOUT ELECTION RESULTS

· Make a “Wall of Voters” in your classroom or building where you can put up the photos of all the students who actually voted.

· Make graphs of election results in your local area.
· Stay in contact with the elected officials and hold them accountable for their campaign promises.

NELRC AND YOUR STATE VERA ORGANIZERS ARE HERE TO SUPPORT YOU!  
· Call or e-mail your state VERA organizer or the Regional Coordinator when you need ideas, help or suggestions.  See www.nelrc.org/VERA.
· Use the past or present Change Agent for ideas. If you buy it in bulk so each student will have their own issue, you get a discount.  www.nelrc.org/changeagent
· Refer to the Civic Participation and Community
Action Sourcebook online at http://www.nelrc.org/expertise/civic.html
A Resource for Adult Educators 
AND REMEMBER, YOUR VOTE IS YOUR VOICE![image: image3.jpg]
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